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PhD PROJECT GRANT SCHEME  -  2014

Guidelines and application form
Closing date for applications is 5pm Monday 23 September 2013.
Our Mission

“That all people living with Parkinson’s in Queensland will have access to comprehensive and relevant services encouraging independence and improved quality of life.

We recognise the importance of collaboration and ongoing research as part of our charter and belief practice”

1. Introduction
Parkinson’s Queensland is an Australian registered charity which raises money to fund on-going research into Parkinson’s disease.

Parkinson’s Queensland’s research grants are funded through the generosity of individual and corporate donors and bequests.

The Parkinson’s Queensland PhD Project Grant Scheme funds high quality applications from current full time PhD students who are undertaking innovative research projects related to Parkinson’s disease.  Funding will be available for the duration of the applicant’s candidature up to a maximum of three years.

Grants will be awarded for amounts of up to $5,000 (see 8.2 Approval Process below).

2. Aims
The primary aim of the Parkinson’s Queensland PhD Project Grant scheme is to support the research projects of full time PhD students who are undertaking innovative research related to Parkinson’s disease. This includes both basic and applied science research. 

3. Eligibility
To be eligible applicants must meet the following criteria:

· must be enrolled full time as a PhD student at a Queensland University or Research Institute for the duration of the project
· must have access to appropriate staff and infrastructure.
Applications will not be accepted from:

· undergraduate students

· students enrolled in part-time study.
4. Special Conditions
a. In addition to a final report, grant recipients are required to provide a report on their work to Parkinson’s Queensland at the end of their PhD candidature. These reports are to be in a language able to be understood by a lay person, no longer than half an A4 page, and accompanied by photographs, diagrams or pictures suitable for publication purposes in the Parkinson’s Queensland newsletter and on the website.

b. Acknowledgement of Parkinson’s Queensland as donor of the grant wherever possible, such as in media interviews, and on papers and publications relating to the research.

c. At the invitation of Parkinson’s Queensland, participate in, and present progress report/findings at a Parkinson’s Queensland event.

d. Grant applicants and recipients are encouraged to become members of Parkinson’s Queensland.
5. Funding
Grants will be up to a maximum of $5,000.  However, the total amount for distribution depends on the income of Parkinson’s Queensland.  The final amount awarded will be at the discretion of the Parkinson’s Queensland management committee based on the review committee’s recommendations.

5.1 Eligible Budget Items

· personnel (research assistance)

· travel (for purposes of conducting the research)

· equipment 

· consumables

· other direct research costs

5.2 Ineligible Budget Items

· basic infrastructure (computing equipment (including laptops), office space, postage, email, internet, phone etc)

· publication costs

· production costs of teaching materials

· fees of Australian or overseas students

· conference attendance

· travel unless part of project participant recruitment or visits by researchers to participants location.
6. Duration
Applicants will only be eligible for one grant during their candidature. However, the funds awarded will be able to be expended throughout the project. Funding will be available from January 2014.  

Successful applicants must submit a Final Report upon completion of the project and will be expected to outline how the research outcomes or future related research will be extended into future research.  

Where funds are unspent, the funds will be returned to Parkinson’s Queensland at the close of the applicant’s candidature.

7. Number of Applications
Applicants may only hold one grant during their candidature. 
8. Selection and Approval Process
8.1 Selection criteria

Applications will be assessed against the following criteria: 
· Aims, objectives and expected outcomes 




20%
· Significance and innovation of the proposed research 



30%
· Approach and methodology 






20%
· Quality and research track record of the Researcher relative to opportunity
30%

8.2 Approval Process

Applications will be assessed against the identified selection criteria by an international review board nominated by Parkinson’s Queensland Management Committee.  

The Chair of the Parkinson’s Queensland Management Committee, after consultation with management committee members, and based on the review committee’s recommendations, will recommend applications for funding.  The final decision to fund an application will be at the discretion of the Chair of the Parkinson’s Queensland Management Committee.

Successful applicants should be notified by Monday 9 December 2013.  Grants will commence in January of the following year provided ethical clearance, where required, has been provided.
9. Appeals Process
Applicants have 14 days from the date of the letter of notification to lodge an appeal. Appeals from unsuccessful applicants will only be considered against administrative process issues and not, for example, against the review board’s ranking or comments.

Appeals will be considered by the Parkinson’s Queensland Management Committee in consultation with the Chair of the international review board.

10. Application Process
Applicants must submit their proposal as a mature research plan ready for implementation.  In submitting the application for consideration, it is assumed that the project has the imprimatur of the Head of School/Centre Director and that basic infrastructure and requisite equipment is available.  The application must contain all of the information necessary for the assessment of the project without the need for further written or oral explanation, or reference to external sources of information.

10.1 Application Format

An eligible application will include an application form and corresponding sections of free-text.

All pages of free-text should be in black 12-point font on white A4 paper with 2cm margins on each side.  Variants such as mathematical typesetting languages may also be used.  
	Part A
	Application Form & Certification
	The formal Application Form for the Scheme must be used. The submitted application must be fully-certified.

	Part B 
(Free-Text)
	Project Description
	In no more than two (2) pages (excluding references), provide a detailed project description against the following headings:

Aims

Describes the specific aims of the project including a clear statement of the hypothesis to be tested.
Background

· background of the project.

· objectives of the research.

Research Plan

Outline the research plan in detail including as appropriate
· approach and methodology

· techniques to be used

· statistical analysis

Outcomes and Significance

Briefly describe the
· importance of the problem to be researched.

· expected outcomes of the research

· significance and innovation of the project


	Part C (Application Form and Free-Text)


	Personnel
	Research track record of each investigator, one (1) page per applicant, covering

· most significant contribution to the research area

· evidence of impact and contribution to the field
· a list of refereed publications in the past five years (2008 onwards). 




11. Submission of Application
A PDF of your application should be sent to Parkinson’s Queensland via email to ceo@parkinsons-qld.org.au, using the following naming convention:

Lastname Firstname – Simplified Project Title

For example: Blogs Joe – Parkinson’s tremor

You will receive a return acknowledgement email within two weeks. 

Closing date for applications is 5pm Monday 23 September 2013.  Late applications will not be accepted.
12. Confidentiality
Information contained in applications is regarded as confidential unless otherwise indicated and will be received and treated as confidential by Parkinson’s Queensland. It is the responsibility of all Parkinson’s Queensland staff and the selection committee members not to disclose to any person confidential information to which they become privy as a result of the exercise of their responsibilities to Parkinson’s Queensland. 

Information comprising the names of successful grant applicants and their administering institutions, together with the title of the research project and a lay summary, are published in the Parkinson’s Queensland newsletter and are available through the Parkinson’s Queensland website. The lay summary may also be released to the media.
13. Privacy
Documents containing personal information are handled and protected in accordance with the provisions of the Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988, which sets standards for the collection, storage, use and disclosure of, and access to, personal information. Personal information is disclosed only with permission of the individual to whom it relates or where the Act allows.
14. Incomplete, false or misleading applications
Once submitted to Parkinson’s Queensland, the application will be considered final and no changes can be accepted. The application is the main source of information available for assessment. As such it must contain all the information necessary for assessment of the project without the need for further written or oral explanation, or reference to additional documentation. All details in the application, particularly concerning any successful grants, must be current at the time of application. 

If an application contains information that is false or misleading, it will be excluded from any further consideration for funding.
15. Removal of Applications
Parkinson’s Queensland reserves the right to remove from further consideration in the selection process any applications that are ineligible or which are clearly not of a competitive standard. Exclusion of ineligible applications may take place at any time during the selection process.

16. Ethical Clearances
Applicants are required to ensure that the proposed research project complies with their University or Institute’s Code of Conduct for Research and that ethical clearance will be sought if required.  All research must comply with NHMRC ethics guidelines.

APPLICATION FORM

Closing date for applications is 5pm Monday 23 September 2013.
1.
Project Title (no more than 20 words)
	     



2.
Project Summary (no more than 100 words)

	     



3.
Proposed Commencement & Completion Date (funding will be available from late December 2013)  

	Commencement Date:       
	Completion Date:       


4.
Applicant Details
	
	Ph.D Student
	PRINCIPAL SUPERVISOR
	ASSOCIATE SUPERVISOR
	ASSOCIATE SUPERVISOR

	Title
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Full Name
	     
	     
	     
	     

	School / Dept
	     
	     
	     
	     

	University
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Phone
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Fax
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Email
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Highest Degree  Awarded
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Position & Status
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Gender
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Time Commitment %
	     
	     
	     
	     


5.
Total Funding Requested
	$      


6.
Total Research Support 
(For each supervisor please provide details of total research support for 2014, 2015 and 2016.  Under ‘Status’, please mark current projects with a ‘C’; requested projects with an ‘R’, and completed projects with a ‘P’.  Please also asterisk projects which are related to this application)
	Chief Investigator
	Project Title
	Organisation
	Status
	2014
	2015
	2016

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


7.
Additional Information – CIs

	Each Investigator must provide:

1. A one page track record which covers
· most significant contribution to the research area

· evidence of impact and contribution to the field.
2. For students a list of all publications, including conference abstracts in the past five years (2008 onwards). No page limit.

3. For student supervisors a list of refereed publications in the past five years (2008 onwards). No page limit.

	The PhD student must also provide:

1. A copy of their academic transcript (undergraduate and postgraduate)

2. A brief summary of their Ph.D. studies to date including a timeline of their progress against approved milestones.


8.
Certification of Head of Administering Institution or nominee.

	By signing this application, I certify that the project, as outlined in this application satisfies all of the requirements of the Institution, and that the Institution has established administrative processes for assuring sound scientific practice in accordance with the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research. Furthermore, I certify that the project can be accommodated within the general facilities of my School/Centre.

I am aware of the time commitment allocated to this project by the Chief Investigator and confirm it is appropriate.

Name:
Signature:
Date:


9.
Certification by Chief Investigator(s)
	I/We certify that the information contained within this application is correct and accurate at the time of submission.

I/We understand that:

· Research which involves human and/or animal experimentation must be carried out in accordance with the guidelines laid down in the NHMRC Codes of Practice and National Statement;

· Research which includes the use of recombinant nucleic acids constructed in vitro from sources which do not ordinarily recombine genetic information must be carried out in accordance with the guidelines laid down by appropriate Recombinant DNA Monitoring Committee;

· Research which involves the use of ionising radiation must have the risks involves assessed by a recognised Ethics, Safety or Biosafety Committee, and personnel must be trained and hold a current licence; and

· A certificate of compliance with appropriate guidelines must be received from a recognised Ethics, Safety or Biosafety Committee prior to the commencement of the grant, and expenditure on the project.

I/We authorise the first Chief Investigator to sign all subsequent documents on our behalf:

Name
Signature
Date

Name
Signature
Date


Name
Signature
Date


Name
Signature
Date





10.
Free-Text Component

	In no more than two (2) pages, address the following headlines:

Aims
Describe the aims of your project, including a clear statement of the hypothesis to be tested.

Background

Describe the:

· significance of the project

· objectives of the research 

· background to the project including scientific aspects and any other relevant material 
Research Plan
Outline the research plan in detail, including as appropriate:

· a detailed description of the experimental design

· techniques to be used; and

· methods of statistical analysis. 

Outcomes and Significance
Briefly describe the:

· importance of the problem to be researched

· expected outcome of the research plan; and

· potential significance of the research. 

NOTE:

References are not included in the 2 page limit.

References are limited to 2 pages.

All text, tables and figures must use Times New Roman 12 point font.

Page margins must be at least 2cm.




11.
Detailed Budget 

(please list budget items in priority order, with ‘A’ denoting essential to the success of the project)
NOTE: Double click your mouse inside the spreadsheet to activate.

Click outside the spreadsheet to save entries.


[image: image1.emf]Expenditure Category Priority Funding Requested

Personnel (include HEWA Scale and On-Costs)

Equipment (items > $1,000)

Consumables

Travel

Other

Total Funding Requested $0


12.
Budget Justification

	     


13.  Supporting Statement from Principal Supervisor
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		Expenditure Category		Priority		Funding Requested

		Personnel (include HEWA Scale and On-Costs)

		Equipment (items > $1,000)

		Consumables

		Travel

		Other

		Total Funding Requested				$0






